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Rùnaire a' Chaibineit airson Ceartais 

Cabinet Secretary for Justice 
Humza Yousaf BPA/MSP 

 

F/T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

Anas Sarwar MSP 
Acting Convener  
Public Audit and Post-legislative Scrutiny 
Committee 
Scottish Parliament 
 
By email: papls.committee@parliament.scot  

 

___ 

20 April 2020 
 
Dear Anas, 
 

I would like to thank the Committee for their report on the 2018/19 audit of the Scottish 
Prison Service and for the detailed scrutiny they have given these important issues 
throughout their evidence sessions. 
 

I am aware that the Protocol agreed by the Scottish Parliament and the Scottish Government 
in relation to the handling of Committee business indicates that the Scottish Government 
should provide a response within two months of the publication of this report, which in this 
case would be 20th April 2020. I am however writing to advise that the Scottish Government’s 

response to this report will be delayed. 
 
Members will be aware that the Coronavirus, Covid-19, is impacting across all of our public 
services in the Justice system, including the prison system and the Scottish Government is 

taking all necessary steps to reduce the risk of the virus spreading and to protect the health 
and staff of those living and working in Scotland’s prisons. Responding to this pandemic is 
our number one priority and all available resources both within the Scottish Government and 
the Scottish Prison Service are currently focused on working at pace to best protect those 

who live and work in our prisons. 
 
You have my assurance that a full response will be provided in due course. While I am 
however currently unable to give the Committee an exact date for this due to the fast moving 

and unpredictable nature of the challenges we are facing, I would anticipate a response 
being provided just ahead of the Summer Recess period. I am grateful to Members for their 
patience and understanding during these unprecedented times. Committee Convenors 
across Parliament may already be in active consideration of extensions to Committee reports 

due to the scaling back of Parliamentary activity. I will of course observe any such direction 
that may be forthcoming in that regard.  
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I have copied this letter to the Auditor General for Scotland, the Convener of the Justice 

Committee and the Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans for their awareness. 
 

 
         HUMZA YOUSAF  
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